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Week Ending Friday, December 29, 1995 


Interview With the Armed Forces 
Media 
December 22, 1995 


Bosnia 


The President. First let me say that I have 
just come from a briefing here at the Penta- 
gon with our senior military officials who are 
working on the mission in Bosnia. We've also 
had a teleconference with General Joulwan, 
getting the latest up-to-date briefing on the 
conditions of the deployment. And I would 
say—I should emphasize to you two things. 

One is that, notwithstanding some weather 
problems and a few delays occasioned by 
Christmas traffic on the rails in Germany, 
we're pretty much on schedule. And sec- 
ondly, and even more important, the attitude 
toward compliance thus far in Bosnia by all 
parties has been quite good. Now, it’s early 
in the mission, but so far the attitude toward 
compliance has been very good, and we’re 
encouraged by that. And we think we can 
stay on schedule for the separation of the 
forces and the other elements of it. 

And also in this Christmas season, I’d like 
to remind the people who serve our country 
that we are doing this essentially for three 
reasons. First of all, because we can do it, 
and when we can do something like this, it’s 
consistent with our values to stop suffering 
and slaughter on the scale we've seen it in 
Bosnia. 

Second, because it’s very much in our in- 
terest to contain and end this war, to prevent 
it from spreading in a way that can involve 
our NATO allies on opposite sides and many 
other countries that are critical to the stability 
of Europe. It’s also important for us to do 
what we can to promote a stable and demo- 
cratic and free Europe. We, after all, have 
fought two World Wars because we did not 
have such a Europe; we had a long cold war 
because we did not have such a Europe. So 
it’s in our interest. 


And finally, it is critical to our ability to 
lead the world for the next 10 or 20 years 
as we sort out what the security arrange- 
ments of the post-cold-war era will be. I can 
tell you that our leadership of NATO specifi- 
cally, and in general our ability to lead in 
the world toward peace and democracy, is 
very much tied to our willingness to assume 
a leadership role in this Bosnia mission. 

I could see it on my recent trip to Europe, 
whether it was talking to Prime Ministers in 
Great Britain or Ireland or Germany or Spain 
or just to people on the street. It means a 
lot to them to know that the United States 
is still there working and leading and being 
a good partner. 

So for all these reasons, I think this is a 
very, very important mission to our country. 

Q. Thank you, sir. Mr. President, I’m Aus- 
tin Camacho from the AFRTS News Center. 
After Operation Joint Endeavor, what do you 
see as the U.S. role in that area formerly 
known as Yugoslavia? What will be our role 
there? 

The President. Well, 1 think, first of all, 
we'll still be there through NATO and what- 
ever role that NATO assumes in the general 
area beyond our NATO member nations. But 
more importantly, I would expect, after this 
mission is over, we will continue to have 
American citizens, both people who work for 
and represent our Government and people 
in the private sector, going in and out of 
there helping in the reconstruction effort, 
contributing to that, supporting the political 
process in whatever way we can. 

But I think it is quite important that the 
NATO force not become an occupying army. 
We're not dealing with Berlin here. We're 
not—all we’re trying to do is to give this 
peace agreement a chance to take hold. And 
we have a very clear and limited mission. In 
fact, I want to make sure that all of our folks 
know that, as far as I know, this peace agree- 
ment is the first one ever where the military 
annex to the agreement was actually written 
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by the military commanders who were going 
to be expected to implement it. That is, the 
parties actually asked our military people to 
fashion the military annex to the agreement 
that was initiated in Dayton so that there 
would be a limited, defined, strictly military 
mission. 

Q. Mr. President, do you agree with the 
premise that Bosnia is really the first test of 
post-cold-war policy? 

The President. Well, I think it’s been test- 
ed in other ways, but it’s certainly the most 
significant military test of our post- -cold-war 
policy if you accept the premise that what 
happened in the Gulf at the Gulf war could 
have occurred during the cold war as well 
as afterward, that this is literally a post-cold- 
war problem. Then it is the biggest military 
test. 

Q. Does that mean that—what is the suc- 
cess or failure of this then mean to American 
foreign policy 10, 15 years down the line? 

The President. Well, let me just say I 
think the most important thing here is that 
the United States was prepared to lead and 
to work with our NATO allies. If you remem- 
ber, in the beginning when the Bosnian war 
broke out, a bot of our Europear: allies said, 

“Well, we cugut to take the leadership role 
here. We'll do this. We'll do it through the 
United Nations.” And we've played a very 
strong supporting role through NATO. After 
all, it’s important that the United States 
never forget that during these last 4 tough 
years, we led in the conduct of the largest 
humanitarian airlift in history; we led in en- 
forcing the no-fly zone, keeping the war out 
of the air, and a lot of other things that were 
done, including NATO's willingness to use 
air strikes to, first of all, bring about a rel- 
atively peaceful 1994 and then to bring about 
the conditions in which a peace agreement 
could be made in 1995. 

But what I believe this means, if we make 
this effort and if we succeed in our military 
mission, even if, God forbid, after we're all 
gone the thing should come apart, at least 
we will be united in doing what we can do 
to promote stability in Europe and to take 
a stand for peace in the post-cold-war era. 

If you remember when I sent our troops 
into Haiti with a U.N.-led mission, and then 
when I left a smaller number there when the 
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United Nations took over on schedule, I al- 
ways said that we could not guarantee the 
people of Haiti a future; they would have 
to do that for themselves. The same is true 
for the Bosnians. We cannot guarantee for 
them a future without war. What we can 
guarantee for them is a year without war, 
during which they can implement their own 
agreement and in which time they can have 
elections, they can begin the economic re- 
construction, they can begin to see the bene- 
fits of peace, and then some equilibrium 
within the country can be established from 
a security point of view. 

But I think it would be a mistake for the 
United States or for NATO to believe that 
we should be going around anywhere guaran- 
teeing the results of peace agreements which 
have to be guaranteed in the minds and 
hearts of the people who are making them. 

So this will be a success for our alliance, 
for our leadership, just by doing the mission. 
Obviously, it will & be a much, much greater 
success if the humanitarian relief, the refu- 
gee relocation, the economic reconstruction 
all are completely successful and Bosnia has 
a permanent peace. That is the real measure 
a cate But the main thing is we have 
to define together where we must try and 
where we must stand against chaos. And I 
think we've done a good job of that here. 

Q. Mr. President, Cindy Killion from the 
European Stars and Stripes. Under what cir- 
cumstances would you order the U.S. forces 
to withdraw from Bosnia within the next 
year, before the one-year mark? 

The President. The only circumstance 
that I can imagine doing that is if the mission 
no longer existed. That is, keep in mind, we 
are there not to fight a war. We are there 
not to stop a war. We are there to implement 
a peace agreement. We anticipate that there 
will be violations of this agreement but that 
the leaders will not abandon it and that the 
vast bulk of the people will not abandon it. 
So we have to be prepared for some viola- 
tions. We even have to be prepared for some 
casualties, although | think our people have 
trained and planned as hard against problems 
for this mission as they ever have for any. 

But that would not cause me to withdraw. 
I believe that NATO would determine, if all 
the factions decided they wanted to go fight 
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again, that there was no longer a mission to 
perform. 


Defense Authorization Bill 


Q. Hi, Bill Matthews with Army Times. 
Switching a little bit to the defense authoriza- 
tion bill, you have said you are going to veto 
it. The bill includes a pay raise and a housing 
allowance increase for military people. Since 
some of them are headed off to Bosnia, are 
you concerned that not getting the pay raise, 
not getting the housing allowance increase 
would be detrimental to morale? And is there 
some alternative? 

The President. Very much. Yes, there is 
an alternative. The Congress could send me 
a separate bill with the pay raise and the al- 
lowances in it, and I would sign it in a heart- 
beat. I think, indeed I hope, that they will 
do one of two things: I hope they will either 
do that, or when I veto this bill, assuming 
my veto would be sustained, which I believe 
it would because there are some unconstitu- 
tional restrictions on the President’s author- 
ity as Commander in Chief in this bill which 
compels me to veto it—so they can either 
send me the pay raise and the allowance in- 
crease in a separate bill or they could delete 
the offending portions of the defense author- 
ization bill and send it right back to me. They 
can do either one of those things. And | 
would hope the ¢ vongress would promptly act 
to do that 

I do not want any erosion of morale and 
spirit among not only our people in uniform 
but their family members. I believe that we 
are completely united in supporting the full 
pay raise and the allowance increase And I 
have done my best to budget for these things 
over a period of several years 

I have visited a large number of our mili- 
tary facilities, both in the United States and 
beyond our borders. I have talked to a lot 
of people in uniform about this. And I think 
it is a very important issue. If we want to 
keep the very best people in our military, 
we're going to have to see to the quality-of- 
life issues. We've allocated a lot of money 
for it over the next budget cycle, and I want 
to release it, starting with these two issues. 
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Defense Spending 

Q. Mr. President, Jim Wolffe, also from 
the Army Times. On a slightly longer term 
budget issue, the Republican 7-year budget 
plan, while it has more money for defense 
in the first couple of years, actually targets 
less money towards defense spending in the 
out-years 2000 and beyond. Secretary Perry 
said earlier this week that that would force 
him into the difficult decision of actually cut- 
ting force structure to pay for modernization. 

You've talked a lot about social spending 
in the budget debate, but I haven’t heard 
you talk much about defending defense 
spending. Is that something you're willing to 
give away to get a deal? 

The President. Well, let me say that I still 
hope that I can work with Congress in a way 
that that choice won't be necessary. It is true 
that they front-loaded more defense spend- 
ing than we did, which made it very attractive 
to all the people who wanted it in these years. 
But what we tried to do was to have a bal- 
anced commitment. 

I think the worst thing that can happen 
to the military is to be jerked around with 
these up and down budgets and unpredict- 
ability. What we tried to do is to get our folks 
together here and to say, “Okay, what do we 
need over the next 5 years? What do we need 
over the next 7 years?” The only thing I can 
say to you, and I would say with some sense 
of assurance, is that our political system has 
shown a willingness now to respond if there’s 
a problem created for our forces in uniform 
and for our national defense. 

I mean, I think—one of the things you see 
that in the last 3 years is we've had a remark- 
able bipartisan ability to maintain a strong 
defense as a part of our continuing engage- 
ment in the post-cold-war world. And I think 
that everyone knows that the military went 
through a significant downsizing with a re- 
markable maintenance of excellence and mo- 
rale and that now we have to sustain the sys- 
tem that we have created. 

And so I would say to our forces in uni- 
form, I’m going to get the very best budget 
agreement I can. I hope we can get an agree- 
ment. But if there is an alarming tailoff in 
years 6 and 7, I think it can be corrected 
in the future. And I believe if we balance 
the budget, get interest rates down, the econ- 
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omy will grow more quickly. And one of the 
big differences between me and the Repub- 
licans in Congress is that they have now given 
me an economic plan which says if we do 
everything they want, at the end of 6 or 7 
years interest rates and unemployment will 
be higher than they are now. I find that very 
hard to believe. I think that we're going to 
be better off, not worse off, if we do this, 
and we'll have more money, therefore, to in- 
vest in defense. 

So I would not worry too much about the 
out-years. Whatever happens in this budget 
agreement, at least as long as I am here— 
and I can’t conceive of anyone else coming 
into this job or anyone coming into control 
of the Congress that would not try to sustain 
a long-term plan for the military, because 
that’s what we've learned—that if the mili- 
tary has a plan they can do nearly anything, 
but we can’t jack around the plan. And we 
don’t want to play games with people’s lives 
or with the national security. 


Bosnia and Politics 

Q. Mr. President, I’m Dave Gollust from 
Voice of America. Can I jump back to Bosnia 
for a second and politics? How important do 
you consider the success of the Bosnia oper- 
ation to your own political prospects? Is it 
a defining moment for you? And secondly, 
from a tactical point of view, would you mind 
if Senator Dole was the first senior political 
presence in Bosnia on Christmas? 

The President. Well, let me answer the 
first question. If you look at recent American 
history, the evidence is that the success of 
the Bosnia operation may not have much to 
do with the election in 1996, but the failure 
of the Bosnia operation or the sustaining of 
significant casualties could have a great Seal 


to do with it in a negative way. And that’s 


all. The conventional political wisdom is, 
“Why would the President do this? There’s 
no upside and tons of downside.” 

But I have to say, when you take a job, 
you have to do what you—you have to do 
the job. And to be President at the edge of 
the 21st century, in a time of dramatic, dra- 
matic change in the way we work and live 
and relate to each other, means that you can’t 
predict the future and you just have to do 
what you think is right. So for me, this was 
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not—once I became convinced we could 
train for this mission, that we could define 
the mission in the peace agreement, that we 
could minimize the risks to our troops, then 
the decision to me was not so difficult, no 
matter what the political downside, because 
I believe, in a time like this, you have to ask 
yourself which decision would you rather de- 
fend 10 years from now when you're not in 
office, if it goes wrong? 

I would much rather explain to my child 
and my grandchildren why the United States 
tried to stop slaughter, prevent the spread 
of the war, maintain NATO instead of de- 
stroy it, maintain the leadership of the Unit- 
ed States in the world for peace and freedom. 
I would much rather explain why we tried 
to do that than why, because of the short- 
term political problems, we permitted the 
war to resume, it expanded, NATO’s alliance 
was destroyed, and the influence of the Unit- 
ed States was compromised for 10 years. 

I think it’s obvious if you look at it that 
way—what do you want to tell your grand- 
children 10 years from now? That the United 
States is doing the right thing. And the politi- 
cal risk is part of the price you pay for being 
President. Anybody who doesn’t want to take 
any political risk at a time like this should 
not run for the job. 

Now, in terms of who goes to Bosnia when, 
I don’t think we should politicize it. Senator 
Dole and I worked together to get the sup- 
port that the Senate gave to this mission. He 
expressed his reservations about it, but he 
supported my decision as Commander in 
Chief. I appreciated that. And obviously, at 
the appropriate time, I have no objection to 
either Senator Dole or anyone else for that 
matter going to Bosnia. 

The question is, when is the appropriate 
time? If I had my way, I would be spending 
Christmas Eve and Christmas morning there. 
That’s what I wanted to do. But our com- 
manders made it clear that when a President 
comes into Bosnia, if I fly into that airport 
at Tuzla, and then I go down to Sarajevo 
when they're in the middle of this deploy- 
ment, it would be exceedingly disruptive. So 
even though I wanted to go there to say to 
the American people I believe this mission 
is on the right track and, most importantly, 
to support the troops and to reassure their 
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families, I’m taking the advice of the military 
commanders. I do not want to interrupt this 
mission. 

The mission’s success is the most impor- 
tant thing. And that’s what I believe should 
guide everyone. I think everyone—there are 
different levels of disruption that different 
trips would cause, and I think we ought to 
try to just keep it nonpolitical. I hope any- 
body that wants to go there that has a reason 
to go, including Senator Dole, will be able 
to go at the appropriate time. And that’s the 
determination that needs to be made. 

Q. Mr. President, you mentioned the safe- 
ty of the troops as being part of your decision 
a couple times in that last answer. We're 
sending quite a large force involved in the 
Bosnia mission. Some might say, awfully 
large for a peaceful mission. How extensive 
do you think the danger is to our troops 
there? 

The President. Well, I think there is— 
let’s look at what the sources are. No one 
can—the extent of the danger depends on 
factors that we can’t fully predict. But I be- 
lieve that we have minimized the risks. What 
are the possible problems? First of all, if you 
look at what the United Nations went 
through over the last 4 years, I think some- 
thing over 200 people lost their lives in 
Bosnia. But more than half of them lost their 
lives in accidents. So we have really worked 
hard to train against accidents, to prepare— 
to look at the roadways, to look at the rail- 
ways, to look at the airfields. We’ve worked 
hard to minimize the loss of life or serious 
injury due to accidents. 

Then we know there are a lot of land mines 
there. I got a very encouraging report today 
that the parties themselves in many places 
are assisting us in removing the mines. But 
there are a lot of places where there are a 
lot of mines laid where the land was first in 
one hand and then another, where we don’t 
have records of the mines, where people 
don’t have memories of them. So we have 
trained very hard to deal with land mines. 
I think that’s the next biggest danger after 
accidents. 

Then the third problem is people that 
fought in that war who are either ll the 
country or who came in from without the 
country who may have either a specific 
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grudge against the United States or, more 
likely, will just be frustrated because they 
don’t agree with the peace agreement that 
the leaders made and, therefore, some—and 
then, fourthly, there is just the possibility of 
encounters that go wrong. The only Ty 
we sustained in Haiti had nothing to do wi 
opposition to our being there. It was a man 
who was literally a common criminal who ran 
through a barrier, and there was an incident, 
and he shot one of our soldiers dead. 

So I would say that those are the dangers 
in order. 

Q. Mr. President, I think that’s all the time 
we have. 

The President. Thank you, and Merry 
Christmas. I appreciate what you do. 


NOTE: The interview began at 10:35 a.m. in the 
Visual Recording Facility at the National Military 
Command Center, the Pentagon. The following 
journalists participated in the interview: Sgt. Aus- 
tin Camacho, American Forces Radio and Tele- 
vision Service; Jim Garamone, American Forces 
Information Service; Cindy Killion, Stars and 
Stripes; Bill Matthews and Jim Wolffe, Army 
Times; and David Gollust, Voice of America. In 
his remarks, the President referred to Gen. 
George A. Joulwan, USA, Supreme Allied Com- 
mander, Europe. This item was not received in 
time for publication in the appropriate issue. 


Statement on Signing Limited 
Continuing Appropriations 
Legislation 

December 22, 1995 


Today I have signed into law House Joint 
Resolution 136, which ensures that the Gov- 
ernment makes veterans’ benefit payments 
to 3.3 million veterans and their survivors 
without further delay. 

The resolution he provides funding for 
several vitally important programs for chil- 
dren and families. It continues funding for 
Aid to Families with Dependent Children 
(AFDC), ensuring that nearly 9 million chil- 
dren receive benefits vital to their well-being. 
It funds child care for about 600,000 children 
whose parents are trying to work their way 
off welfare. And it continues funding for 
State child support enforcement agencies to 
ensure that “deadbeat dads” do not get a re- 
prieve from supporting their children. 
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In addition, H.J. Res. 136 provides auchor- 
ity for the District of Columbia to continue 
full operations. The resolution contains an 
objectionable provision that would single out 
poor women by prohibiting the use of Dis- 
trict funds for providing abortion services. I 
have — including this provision in the 
regular fiscal year 1996 District of Columbia 
appropriations bill. Nevertheless, H.J. Res. 
136 allows the District government to con- 
tinue to operate without disruption. 

Although I welcome H.J. Res. 136, it is 
a poor substitute for what the Congress 
should do immediately—that is, send me an 
acceptable — resolution to reopen 
the departments and agencies that are at 
least partially shut down because they lack 
fiscal year 1996 appropriations. Along with 
the Departments of Veterans Affairs and 
Health and Human Services, they include 
the Departments of Education, Labor, Hous- 
ing and Urban Development, Commerce, 
Justice, State, and the Interior; the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency; the National Aer- 
onautics and Space Administration, and the 
Small Business Administration. 

To be sure, H.J. Res. 136 prevents the seri- 
ous impact that the partial shutdown could 
have had on 3.3 million veterans and their 
survivors as well as nearly 9 million low-in- 
come children. But the shutdown continues 
to hurt millions of innocent Americans— 
from the 20,000 parents and students each 
day who cannot apply for student aid, to the 
2,500 moderate- and low-income working 
families each day who cannot get their Fed- 
eral Housing Administration (FHA) mort- 
gage loans processed. 

The shutdown also has forced the affected 
departments and agencies to furlough a total 
of about 280,000 Federal employees, throw- 
ing their lives into disruption and raising 
their fears just as the holidays approach. Fed- 
eral workers, who are already being asked 
to do their jobs more efficiently as we 
downsize the Government, deserve better. 

The congressional majority apparently 
wants to use a partial Government shutdown 
to force me into accepting their extreme 
budget plan. It did not work last month, 
when the majority prompted an earlier shut- 
down by not sending me an acceptable con- 
tinuing resolution. And it will not work now. 
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The Congress should send me an accept- 
able continuing resolution to reopen the 
Government, return to work the 280,000 
Federal employees who were furloughed 
through no fault of their own, provide back 
pay for these workers, and give the American 
people the services they expect from their 
Government. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
December 22, 1995. 


NOTE: H.]. Res. 136, approved December 22, was 
assigned Public Law No. 104-69. An original was 
not available for verification of the content of this 
statement. This item was not received in time for 
publication in the appropriate issue. 


Statement on the Airline Tragedy 
Near Buga, Colombia 


December 22, 1995 


Hillary and | offer our profound condo- 
lences to the many families whose loved ones 
perished in the crash December 20 of Amer- 
ican Airlines flight 965 near Buga, Colombia. 
Coming on the eve of the holiday season, 
this tragic event takes on even greater poign- 
ancy. I have dispatched an interagency team 
to the site which, working alongside Colom- 
bian authorities, will pursue the goals of 
searching for survivors, identifying victims, 
and determining the cause of the crash. 

Our hopes and prayers, along with those 
of all Americans, are with those whose lives 
have been so affected by this tragedy. 


NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub- 
lication in the appropriate issue. 


The President’s Radio Address 
December 23, 1995 


Good morning. As you know, I have spent 
the last week in intense discussion with con- 
gressional leaders over how to balance the 
budget in 7 years. It’s important to balance 
the budget to lift the burden of debt from 
future generations. 

In the last 3 years, we've cut our deficit 
in half, and we need to finish the job. But 
we have to balance the budget in a way that 
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reflects our most fundamental values: in- 
creasing opportunity; asking everyone to as- 
sume responsibility; strengthening our fami- 
lies and the economy; and recognizing the 
duty we owe to each other, to our parents, 
our children, and those who need and de- 
serve our help. That’s how we've reduced the 
deficit since I took office: cutting unneces- 
sary programs; reducing the size of the Fed- 
eral Government by 200,000; reducing red- 
tape but investing in education, the environ- 
ment, research and technology; protecting 
Medicare and Medicaid; reducing taxes on 
the hardest pressed working families. It’s 
worked. It’s given us more jobs, more new 
businesses, low inflation, and record eco- 
nomic performance in the stock market and 
in many other places. 

Now, that’s how I want to finish the job 
of balancing the budget. But even as we con- 
tinue talking, I hope Congress will agree to 
open the Government and open all the agen- 
cies that have closed so that we can end the 
financial and emotional turmoil for more 
than 280,000 furloughed Federal employees 
and 460,000 working but not-getting-paid 
Federal employees. 

In the spirit of the holidays, we should do 
everything we can to put these people back 
to work and to resume critical services the 
American people need and deserve. Just last 
night, I signed legislation that Congress 
passed yesterday to allow 3.3 million veterans 
and 13 million children and their 
mothers to receive their benefits by January 
lst. That's a good start. I hope we can resume 
all services as we work together to balance 
the budget. 

Our talks are making progress. Yesterday 
we agreed to resume our negotiations next 
week with the goal of re aching an agreement 
as soon as possible. I am confident we can 
end this impasse and pass a 7-year balanced 
budget. 

As we look back at this year, in this season 
of hope, I think we ought to take just a little 
time to reflect on the progress and accom- 
plishment of America. It should give us real 
optimism that we can finish this budget job 
and go on to greater things in 1996. 

Nineteen ninety-five was a year in which 
our country had the opportunity and the re- 
sponsibility to play our role as the world’s 


needy 
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premier peacemaker. Our efforts opened the 
door to peace in places where only rancor 
and war had previously existed. As a peace- 
maker, not a policeman, we have helped the 
peace process finally begin to take hold in 
the Middle East, while we joined the world 
in mourning the tragic assassination of Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. We have done 
what Prime Minister Rabin would have want- 
ed us to do: We've kept moving forward. And 
finally, it looks like Israel and Syria will sit 
together in the United States to seek a way 
to resolve their differences and live together 
peacefully. 

We're also helping to bring peace to 
Bosnia. The Dayton agreement and our deci- 
sion to join in the international effort to se- 
cure the peace in Bosnia has given the people 
of the former Yugoslavia a chance to rebuild 
their lives. After 4 long years of horrible vio- 
lence, America now has the opportunity to 
lead in the effort to bring lasting peace to 
that war-torn country and to stabilize Central 
Europe as well. 

In Northern Ireland, I saw thousands and 
thousands of children beginning to celebrate 
their second Christmas season of peace. And 
in Haiti, they will soon celebrate the very 
first peaceful transfer of power from one 
democratically elected President to another 
in the history of the country. And American 
leadership helped to make both those cele- 
brations possible. 

The seeds of peace are also sinking deeper 
roots right here in America. We just learned 
that last year our murder rate dropped 12 
percent, the largest decline in 35 years. Vio- 
lent crime overall is down 5 percent. Now, 
we know our work is far from done on too 
many of our mean streets. Too many of our 
children still are raising themselves, not 
being taught right from wrong. There is still 
too much crime and violence, and it's still 
rising among teenagers in many parts of the 
country. But we are beginning to turn the 
tide. And we do know what works. 

Much of the success is due to efforts in 
communities throughout our country to get 
guns off our streets and put more police on 
the streets and to give our young people 
something to say yes to as well as something 
to say no to. More importantly, it is due to 
the outpouring of grassroots community in- 
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volvement in all these efforts in the com- 
prehensive fight against crime and violence. 

People are getting the message that com- 
munity policing works. And it’s up to every 
citizen to rise up, reach out, and link arms 
with local police to keep their own neighbor- 
hoods safe and their schools safe. Now, the 
progress we've seen is cause for hope. We 
just have to keep working on it here at home. 

From the Middle East to Northern Ire- 
land, to our troops in Bosnia, to our toughest 
neighborhoods, America is leading the way 
to peace and reconciliation. All around the 
world billions of people look to America as 
a model of democracy and freedom. And we 
should see ourselves as others see us. We 
should finish the job of balancing the budget 
and reopening the Government in the spirit 
of cooperation and unity so that we can con- 
tinue to grow and prosper together and be 
a force in the world for peace and freedom. 
That is the spirit of the season and the spirit 
of America. 

Let each of us resolve to do what we can 
to be peacemakers. Let us bring peace to 
every child who deserves to be free from vio- 
lence and full of hope. And as we celebrate 
the birth of a child whose only shelter was 
the straw of a manger, let us remember the 
words of the Prince of Peace who said, 
“Blessed are the peacemakers.” We ask the 
blessings of this peace for everyone That is 
our prayer this Christmas. 

Thanks for listening. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from 
the Oval Office at the White House. 


Christmas Eve Message to United 
States Troops in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
December 24, 1995 


Merry Christmas, and best wishes to all 
of you on this Christmas Eve. I am honored 
to speak today to the men and women of 
Operation Joint Endeavor, in Bosnia, Cro- 
atia, Hungary, and Italy, on ships at sea and 
skies overhead, and those preparing to de- 
ploy. I know that all around the world Ameri- 
cans who wear our Nation’s uniform are lis- 
tening, and I want to wish all of them well, 
just as I know they wish you well as you em- 
bark on this historic mission. 
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With me today are the families of seven 
Americans serving in and around Bosnia: 
Lieutenant Colonel Bob Norman of the 621st 
Air Mobility Control Squadron in Tuzla; 
Command Master Chief Jim Sirles on the 
USS America in the Adriatic; Sergeant Wil- 
liam LeBright of the 26th Marine Expedi- 
tionary Unit on board the USS Whidbey Is- 
land; Warrant Officer Willie Wade with the 
586th Assault Bridge Company; Lieutenant 
Colonel O’Malley Smith of the 353d Civil Af- 
fairs Group; Sergeant Mark Ackerman with 
the 114th Public Affairs Detachment; and 
Linda Carsey, an Army civilian contract spe- 
cialist on her way to Tuzla. 

These families here remind us all of the 
Americans we're sending to Bosnia. They're 
leaving their families behind. And many of 
them are already far from their loved ones 
this Christmas Eve. I want to extend a special 
greeting to those families today. I know that 
when we call on our troops to protect Ameri- 
ca’s interests and values, we also call on their 
families. Their families’ special sacrifice may 
not make the headlines, but we could not 
be successful without it, for as our troops 
stand up on America’s behalf, it is their fami- 
lies who stand behind them, who keep them 
strong with confidence, support, and love. 

These thoughts are especially close in our 
minds this time of year. As Americans come 
together in this season of peace, we know 
that you, the men and women of Operation 
Joint Endeavor, are serving on a mission of 
peace, the noblest mission of all. The pride 
your families have in each of you is shared 
by all your fellow Americans all across our 
Nation. 

Ten days ago in Paris, the Presidents of 
Bosnia, Croatia, and Serbia signed an agree- 
ment that turns their troubled region from 
war to peace. Our Nation has an important 
interest in seeing that peace take hold for 
the people of Bosnia who have suffered so 
much for so long; for the stability of Europe, 
which is so crucial to our own stability; and 
for the safer, stronger world we want to leave 
for our children. 

There is too much at stake in Bosnia today 
for our Nation to sit on the sidelines, and 
that’s why we've turned to you, our men and 
women in uniform. You provide us with the 
power to meet threats to our security. You 
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have the strength to bring hope and stability 
to people exhausted by war. We know, and 
the people of Bosnia know, that you will get 
the job done and that you will do it right. 

Each side there wants NATO to help them 
safeguard the peace they have agreed to 
make and to help them live up to their com- 
mitments to one another. They trust you to 
create a secure environment so they can seize 
this chance to rebuild their lives and their 
land. They see in you how much can be 
achieved when people find strength in their 
diversity. That is the power of America’s ex- 
ample. 

I know this will be a demanding mission, 
but I know, too, that you are up to the task. 
General Joulwan and General Nash have as- 
sured me of that. And I have seen it for my- 
self. Earlier this month, I visited with the 
men and women of Task Force Eagle in Ger- 
many. I saw in them the qualities that all 
of you share, the qualities that have earned 
our Nation the respect and trust of the entire 
world. Your training, equipment, and prepa- 
ration are unequalled. Your reputation pre- 
cedes you. The most advanced technology 
protects you. But just as important, you are 
strong in your character. Time and again, 
without pause or complaint, you step forward 
to serve our Nation. 

In this new era of challenge and change, 
America’s obligation to lead for peace and 
human dignity has remained as important as 
ever. In Bosnia, you, the men and women 
of our Armed Forces, will bear that charge 
with great honor. You will make the dif- 
ference between horror and hope, between 
a war that resumes and a peace that takes 
hold. 

I am proud to be your Commander in 
Chief and to thank you on behalf of your 
nation. Your mission of peace and good will 
in Bosnia reminds us all what this season is 
all about for all people everywhere. 

Tomorrow, on Christmas Day, and as long 
as you are there, Hillary and I will have you 
in our thoughts and prayers. May God bless 
and protect you and your families and bring 
you success and a very safe return. And may 
God bless America, the Nation you do so 
much to serve. 
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NoTE: The message was recorded at 10:13 a.m. 
in the Oval Office at the White House for broad- 
cast at 12:15 p.m. In his remarks, the President 
referred to Maj. Gen. William L. Nash, USA, 
Commanding General, 1st Armored Division. 


Memorandum Suspending Sanctions 
Against the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) 
December 27, 1995 


Presidential Determination No. 96-7 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of 
Transportation 


Subject: Presidential Certification to 
Suspend Sanctions Imposed on the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and 
Montenegro) 


Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 1511(e)(2) of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1994 (Pub- 
lic Law 103-160) (the “Act”), I hereby deter- 
mine that the waiver or modification of the 
sanctions on Serbia and Montenegro that 
were imposed by or pursuant to the direc- 
tives described in section 1511(a) (1-5) and 
(7-8) of the Act, in conformity with the provi- 
sions of United Nations Security Council 
Resolutions 1021 and 1022 of November 22, 
1995, is necessary to achieve a negotiated 
settlement of the conflict in  Bosnia- 
Herzegovina that is acceptable to the parties. 

Therefore, I hereby direct the Secretary 
of the Treasury to take appropriate action to 
suspend the application of the sanctions im- 
posed on Serbia and Montenegro pursuant 
to Executive Order No. 12808 of May 30, 
1992, Executive Order No. 12810 of June 5, 
1992, Executive Order No. 12831 of January 
15, 1993, and Executive Order No. 12846 of 
April 25, 1993, effective upon the transmittal 
of this determination to the Congress. The 
property and interests in property previously 
blocked remain blocked until provision is 
made to address claims or encumbrances, in- 
cluding the claims of the other successor 
states of the former Yugoslavia. 

I hereby direct the Secretary of Transpor- 
tation to take appropriate action to suspend 
the application of the sanctions imposed pur- 
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suant to Department of Transportation 
Order 92-5—38 of May 20, 1992, Department 
of Transportation Order 92-6-27 of June 12, 
1992, and Special Federal Aviation Regula- 
tion No. 66-2 of May 31, 1995 (14 C.F.R. 
Part 91, 60 Federal Register 28477), effective 
upon the transmittal of this determination to 
the Congress. 

I hereby authorize the Secretary of State 
to take appropriate action to suspend the ap- 
plication of the sanctions imposed pursuant 
to Department of State Public Notice 1427 
of July 11, 1991, at the appropriate time in 
conformity with the provisions of United Na- 
tions Security Council Resolution 1021 of 
November 22, 1995. 

The national emergency declared in Exec- 
utive Order No. 12808 and expanded in Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 12934 shall continue in 
effect. 

The Secretary of State is authorized and 
directed to publish this determination in the 
Federal Register. 


William J. Clinton 


Norte: This memorandum was released by the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary on December 28. A 
memorandum of justification for Presidential cer- 
tification regarding the modification of the appli- 
cation of U.S. sanctions on Serbia and 
Montenegro was attached to the President's 
memorandum. 


Message to the Congress on the 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia 
(Serbia and Montenegro) 


December 27, 1995 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 1511 of the National Defense Au- 
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 1994 (herein- 
after the “Act”), requires that the sanctions 
imposed on Serbia and Montenegro, as de- 
scribed in that section, shall remain in effect 
until changed by law. Section 1511(e) of the 
Act authorizes the President to waive or 
modify the application of such sanctions 
upon certification to the Congress that the 
President has determined that the waiver or 
modification is necessary to achieve a nego- 
tiated settlement of the conflict in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina that is acceptable to the parties. 
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In accordance with this provision, I have 
issued the attached Presidential Determina- 
tion stating that the suspension of the sanc- 
tions described in section 1511(a) (1-5) and 
(7-8) and in conformity with the provisions 
of United Nations Security Council Resolu- 
tions 1021 and 1022 is necessary to achieve 
a negotiated settlement of the conflict. As 
described in the attached Memorandum of 
Justification, this sanctions relief was an es- 
sential factor motivating Serbia and 
Montenegro’s acceptance of the General 
Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina initialed in Dayton, Ohio, 
on November 21, 1995 (hereinafter the 
“Peace Agreement”). 

I have directed the Secretaries of the 
Treasury and Transportation to suspend im- 
mediately the application of these sanctions 
on Serbia and Montenegro «nd have author- 
ized the Secretary of State to suspend the 
arms embargo at appropriate stages consist- 
ent with United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1021. The first stage would be 91 
days after the United Nations Secretary Gen- 
eral reports to the United Nations Security 
Council that all parties have formally signed 
the Peace Agreement. 

The measures taken to suspend these sanc- 
tions may be revoked if the Implementation 
Force (IFOR) commander or High Rep- 
resentative determines that Serbia and 
Montenegro or the Bosnian Serbs are not 
meeting their obligations under the Peace 
Agreement. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
December 27, 1995. 


NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on December 28. 


Executive Order 12984— 
Adjustments of Certain Rates of Pay 
and Allowances 

December 28, 1995 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, including section 704 
of Public Law 101-194; section 301(a) of 
Public Law 102-40; section 633 of Public 
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Law 104-52; section 31 of title 2, United 
States Code; section 104 of title 3, United 
States Code; sections 5303, 5304, 5304a, 
5318, and 5382 of title 5, United States Code; 
section 3963 of title 22, United States Code; 
section 461(a) of title 28, United States Code; 
and section 1009 of title 37, United States 
Code; and sections 7306 and 7404 of title 
38, United States Code, it is hereby ordered 
as follows: 

Section 1. Statutory Pay Systems. The 
rates of basic pay or salaries of the statutory 
pay systems (as defined in 5 U.S.C. 5302(1)), 
as adjusted under 5 U.S.C. 5303(b), are set 
forth on the schedules attached hereto and 
made a part hereof: 

(a) The General Schedule 
5332(a)) at Schedule 1; 

(b) The Foreign Service Schedule (22 
U.S.C. 3963) at Schedule 2; and 

(c) The schedules for the Veterans Health 
Administration of the Department of Veter- 
ans Affairs (38 U.S.C. 7306, 7404; section 
301(a) of Public Law 102-40) at Schedule 
a 

Sec. 2. Senior Executive Service. The rates 
of basic pay for senior executives in the Sen- 
ior Executive Service, as adjusted under 5 
U.S.C. 5382, are set forth on Schedule 4 at- 
tached hereto and made a part hereof. 

Sec. 3. Executive Salaries. The rates of 
basic pay or salaries for the following offices 
and positions, which remain unchanged pur- 
suant to section 633 of Public Law 104-52, 
are set forth on the schedules attached here- 
to and made a part hereof: 

(a) The Executive Schedule (5 U.S.C. 
5312-5318) at Schedule 5; 

(b) The Vice President (3 U.S.C. 104) and 
the Congress (2 U.S.C. 31) at Schedule 6; 
and 

(c) Justices and judges (28 U.S.C. 5, 44(d), 
135, 252, and 461(a)) at Schedule 7. 

Sec. 4. Uniformed Services. Pursuant to 
section 1009 of title 37, United States Code, 
the rates of monthly basic pay (37 U.S.C. 
203(a)), the rates of basic allowances for sub- 
sistence (37 U.S.C. 402), and the rates of 
basic allowances for quarters (37 U.S.C. 
403(a)) for members of the uniformed serv- 
ices and the rate of monthly cadet or mid- 
shipman pay (37 U.S.C. 203(c)(1)) are set 


(5 U.S.C. 
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forth on Schedule 8 attached hereto and 
made a part hereof. 

Sec. 5. Locality-Based Comparability 
Payments. (a) Pursuant to sections 5304 and 
5304a of title 5, United States Code, locality- 
based comparability payments shall be paid 
in accordance with Schedule 9 attached here- 
to and made a part hereof. 

(b) The Director of the Office of Person- 
nel Management shall take such actions as 
may be necessary to implement these pay- 
ments and to publish appropriate notice of 
such payments in the Federal Register. 

Sec. 6. Effective Dates. Schedule 8 is ef- 
fective on January 1, 1996. The other sched- 
ules contained herein are effective on the 
first day of the first applicable pay period be- 
ginning on or after January 1, 1996. 

Sec. 7. Prior Order Superseded. Execu- 
tive Order No. 12944 of December 28, 1994, 
is superseded. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
December 28, 1995. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
3:08 p.m., December 29, 1995] 


Note: This Executive order and the attached 
schedule will be published in the Federal Register 
on January 3. 


Message to the House of 
Representatives Returnin 
Approval the National De 


—— Without 
ense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
1996 

December 28, 1995 


To the House of Representatives: 

I am returning herewith without my ap- 
proval H.R. 1530, the “National Defense Au- 
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 1996.” 

H.R. 1530 would unacceptably restrict my 
ability to carry out this country’s national se- 
curity objectives and substantially interfere 
with the implementation of key national de- 
fense programs. It would also restrict the 
President’s authority in the conduct of for- 
eign affairs and as Commander in Chief, rais- 
ing serious constitutional concerns. 

First, the bill requires deployment by 2003 
of a costly missile defense system able to de- 
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fend all 50 States from a long-range missile 
threat that our Intelligence Community does 
not foresee in the coming decade. By forcing 
such an unwarranted deployment decision 
now, the bill would waste tens of billions of 
dollars and force us to commit prematurely 
to a specific technological option. It would 
also likely require a multiple-site architecture 
that cannot be accommodated within the 
terms of the existing ABM Treaty. By setting 
U.S. policy on a collision course with the 
ABM Treaty, the bill would jeopardize con- 
tinued Russian implementation of the 
START I Treaty as well as Russian ratifica- 
tion of START I]—two treaties that will sig- 
nificantly lower the threat to U.S. national 
security, reducing the number of U.S. and 
Russian strategic nuclear warheads by two- 
thirds from Cold War levels. The missile de- 
fense provisions would also jeopardize our 
current efforts to agree on an ABM/TMD 
(Theater Missile Defense) demarcation with 
the Russian Federation. 

Second, the bill imposes restrictions on the 
President’s ability to conduct contingency 
operations essential to national security. Its 
restrictions on funding of contingency oper- 
ations and the requirement to submit a sup- 
plemental appropriations request within a 
time certain in order to continue a contin- 
gency operation are unwarranted restrictions 
on a President's national security and foreign 
policy prerogatives. Moreover, by requiring 
a Presidential certification to assign U.S. 
Armed Forces under United Nations oper- 
ational or tactical control, the bill infringes 
on the President's constitutional authority as 
Commander in Chief. 

Third, H.R. 1530 contains other objection- 
able provisions that would adversely affect 
the ability of the Defense Department to 
carry out national defense programs or im- 
pede the Department's ability to manage its 
day-to-day operations. For example, the bill 
include- ~ounterproductive certification re- 
quir. ats for the use of Nunn-Lugar Co- 
operative Threat Reduction (CTR) funds and 
restricts use of funds for individual CTR pro- 
grams. 

Other objectionable provisions eliminate 
funding for the Defense Enterprise Fund; 
restrict the retirement of U.S. strategic deliv- 
ery systems; slow the pace of the Defense 
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Department's environmental cleanup efforts; 
and restrict Defense’s ability to execute dis- 
aster relief, demining, and military-to-mili- 
tary contact programs. The bill also directs 
the procurement of specific submarines at 
specific shipyards although that is not nec- 
essary for our military mission to maintain 
the Nation’s industrial base. 

H.R. 1530 also contains two provisions that 
would unfairly affect certain service mem- 
bers. One requires medically unwarranted 
discharge procedures for HIV-positive serv- 
ice members. In addition, I remain very con- 
cerned about provisions that would restrict 
service women and female dependents of 
military personnel from obtaining privately 
funded abortions in military facilities over- 
seas, except in cases of rape, incest, or danger 
to the life of the mother. In many countries, 
these U.S. facilities provide the only acces- 
sible, safe source for these medical services. 
Accordingly, I urge the Congress to repeal 
a similar provision that became law in the 
“Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 
1996.” 

In returning H.R. 1530 to the Congress, 
I recognize that it contains a number of im- 
portant authorities for the Department of 
Defense, including authority for Defense’s 
military construction program and the im- 
provement of housing facilities for our mili- 
tary personnel and their families. It also con- 
tains provisions that would contribute to the 
effective and efficient management of the 
At pe including important changes in 
Federal acquisition law. 

Finally, H.R. 1530 includes the authoriza- 
tion for an annual military pay raise of 2.4 
percent, which I strongly support. The Con- 
gress should enact this authorization as soon 
as possible, in separate legislation that I will 
be sending up immediately. In the mean- 
time, I will today sign an Executive order 
raising military pay for the full 2.0 percent 
currently authorized by the Congress and will 
sign an additional order raising pay by a fur- 
ther 0.4 percent as soon as the Congress au- 
thorizes that increase. 

I urge the Congress to address the Admin- 
istration’s objections and pass an acceptable 
National Defense Authorization Act prompt- 
ly. The Department of Defense must have 
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the full range of authorities that it needs to 
perform its critical worldwide missions. 


William J. Clinton 
The White House, 
December 28, 1995. 


Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives on Vetoing the 
National Defense Authorization Act 
December 28, 1995 


Sir: 

Today I returned to Congress without my 
approval H.R. 1530, the National Defense 
Authorization Act for fiscal year 1996, which 
includes authority for the annual military pay 
raise. I consider passage of the annual mili- 
tary pay raise to be of crucial importance. 
Accordingly, I ask Congress to consider the 
enclosed FY 1996 supplemental language re- 
quest that would fea a 2.4 percent pay 
raise and other allowance increases. 

I vetoed H.R. 1530 Act because it would 
restrict my Administration’s ability to carry 
out national security policy and would sub- 
stantially interfere with the implementation 
of key national defense programs. Moreover, 
certain provisions in the Act raised serious 
constitutional issues by restricting my author- 
ity to conduct foreign affairs and to act as 
Commander in Chief. 

Nevertheless, I believe that our men and 
women in uniform should not be harmed as 
we work to obtain a bill that I can support. 
Therefore, I ask the Congress to enact the 
supplemental language to provide the in- 
creases in military pay and housing allow- 
ances, effective i 1, 1996, that both 
Congress and I fully support. If this legisla- 
tion is not enacted, our military personnel 
will receive a 2.0 percent raise instead of a 
needed 2.4 percent raise. The legislation is 
also required to provide an additional in- 
crease in the Basic Allowance for Quarters 
that will help improve the quality of life of 
our service members and their families. 

Speedy enactment of this legislation is im- 
perative at a time when our military person- 
nel are working under challenging conditions 
to help implement the peace agreement in 
Bosnia. I urge Congress to enact this legisla- 
tion as quickly as possible. 
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Sincerely, 
William J. Clinton 


NoTE: This letter was made available by the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary but was not issued as 
a White House press release. 


Message to the Congress on Trade 
With Russia 


December 29, 1995 


To the Congress of the United States: 

On September 21, 1994, I determined and 
reported to the Congress that the Russian 
Federation is in full compliance with the 
freedom of emigration criteria of sections 
402 and 409 of the Trade Act of 1974. This 
action allowed for the continuation of most- 
favored-nation (MFN) status for Russia and 
certain other activities without the require- 
ment of an annual waiver. 

As required by law, I am submitting an 
updated report to the Congress concerning 
the me se laws and policies of the Rus- 
sian Federation. You will find that the report 
indicates continued Russian compliance with 
U.S. and international standards in the area 
of emigration. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
December 29, 1995. 


Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
Congressional Leaders and an 
Exchange With Reporters 


December 29, 1995 


Federal Budget Negotiations 


The President. | want to welcome the 
congressional leaders back here after Christ- 
mas. We're going to have, I think, a good 
meeting today, based on the work that has 
already been done this morning. I expect us 
to make further progress. 

We will begin to deal with some of the 
difficult issues today involving how we can 
balance the budget and protect things like 
Medicare and Medicaid and education and 
the environment, which I think are very im- 
portant. I believe we're proceeding in good 
faith, and I think we’re making progress. 
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I do believe that we ought to move to re- 
open the Government. As you know, I feel 
very strongly about that. The public services 
will begin to be significantly curtailed. And 
of course, I’m concerned about the Federal 
employees, those that aren’t working who 
want to work, who are going to get paid re- 
gardless, and those who are working who 
haven’t gotten paid who are going to run into 
some very serious financial problems with 
their mortgages and other things soon. So I 
hope we can get some agreement to reopen 
the Government so that these problems can 
be averted. 

Q. Is there some room for compromise 
now that you've had a little bit of time to 
think it over over the holidays? 

The President. Well, we’re—lI've gotten 
a preliminary report. I think we'll have some 
more progress this afternoon, and then I ex- 
pect we'll work all day tomorrow. I’m pre- 
pared to spend whatever time it takes to 
move as quickly as we can move. But some 
of these issues are quite complicated in terms 
of their impact on the American people. But 
I’m ready to go, and I think that all of us 
are. 

Q. Mr. Speaker, do you see any way of 
having an agreement that can reopen the 
Government without the 

Speaker Gingrich. We'll discuss it this 
afternoon. And I think that Senator Dole and 
Congressman Armey and I have been trying 
to work out a way to both get the currently 
nonessential employees deemed essential, 
which Senator Dole began to work on last 
week after our meeting here, and also to find 
a way to possibly get everyone paid. We feel 
strongly that Federal employees ought to be 
back—all the Federal employees ought to be 
at work. We know they want to be, and it’s 
not fair to them. And we also feel strongly 
we ought to try to find some way to get every- 
one paid. We also have an obligation under 
the continuing resolution that was adopted 
about 6 weeks ago to get a balanced budget 
by next Wednesday morning, at the latest, 
at the end of the first session of Congress. 

So I agree with the President. I think there 
are reasons to be cautiously optimistic. I 
wouldn’t exaggerate them, but I think we’ve 
made some progress over the last few days. 
And I would hope in the next 2 or 3 days 
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we could basically get this done and then 
have everything up and running and every- 
one paid for while the staff work was finished 
out on the actual technical details. 

Q. Let me clarify, though, sir, is there any 
way to get the people back to work without 
resolving a balanced budget plan? 

Speaker Gingrich. There might be a way, 
yes. 

Senator Dole. Yes. 

Speaker Gingrich. We're going to ex- 
plore today some ways to get that done by 
unanimous consent over the next 2 days. But 
I think it takes working it out together, and 
we haven't done that yet. 

Senator Dole. Just let me add that we’re 
sending—we’re in recess now in the Senate, 
subject to call of the Chair, and I hope to 
be able to give Senator Daschle some lan- 
guage to look at this afternoon. And I want 
to congratulate Congressman Armey for his 
leadership on the House side with the Speak- 
er, because if we can work this out it could 
be done yet today. 

Q. And have people back to work? 

Senator Dole. Well, it would go down to 
the President as quickly as we could. It’s a 
Middle East peace facilitation act. It’s the 
same language we passed last Friday in the 
Senate deeming people essential. And the 
third element of the package would be expe- 
dited procedure, if we get an agreement, so 
we can get it through the Senate in less than 
60 days, I guess. We just take the budget 
reconciliation language and shorten the time 
and put that in the resolution. 

Speaker Gingrich. We'll try to get that 
down here by sometime this evening if we 
can get it all worked out. It’s all got to be 
done—our system is complicated even at 
best, and it takes a little while, but we hope 
to get it worked out today. 

Q. President Clinton, what’s your reaction 
to that, sir? 

The President. 1 think the people ought 
to go back to work, and I think they ought 
to be paid. And I think if we don’t do it, 
we're going to see some very serious con- 
sequences that should not—that neither the 
public, nor the public employee should have 
to endure. And I think we need to keep work- 
ing at this until we get an agreement. I’m 
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prepared to work until we get an agreement. 
We've just got to keep working through it. 

But these are complex issues. To protect 
Medicare and Medicaid, education and the 
environment, the things that are at the core 
of the resolution we adopted, and get the 
budget balanced in 7 years is not easy to do. 
We're going to have to work at it. 

Q. [Inaudible|—the Republicans rejected 
last time? You thought you had an agreement 
on something like this and the House Repub- 
licans rejected it? 

Q. Why did you change your position, Mr. 
Gingrich? 

The President. Wait, wait, wait. Let’s 
don’t ask any more questions like that. We’re 
trying to work this out, and I think—give us 
a chance to meet today, and give them a 
chance to do their work. Let’s see what hap- 


pens. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was 


not available for verification of the content of 


these remarks. 
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The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 





December 26 

The President had telephone conversa- 
tions with President Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
and President-elect Rene Preval of Haiti. 

The President also had a telephone con- 
versation with Senate majority leader Bob 
Dole on the budget negotiations. 

The White House announced that the 
President will pay a state visit to Japan, April 
17-18, 1996. 


December 27 

The President met with Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget Director Alice M. Rivlin 
to discuss the budget negotiations. 
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The President announced his intention to 
nominate Alvin L. Alm as Assistant Secretary 
of Energy for Environmental Management. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For- 
eign Service officers. 





Submitted December 29 


Charles William Burton, 

of Texas, to be a member of the Board of 
Directors of the U.S. Enrichment Corpora- 
tion for a term expiring February 24, 2001 
(reappointment). 


Gerald N. Tirozzi, 
of Connecticut, to be Assistant Secretary for 
Elementary and Secondary Education, De- 
partment of Education, vice Thomas W. 
Payzant, resigned. 
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of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
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Other White House Announcements. 





Released December 26 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the President’s upcoming visit to Japan 
on April 17-18 


Released December 28 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


White House announcement on the Presi- 
dent’s veto of the National Defense Author- 
ization Act for Fiscal Year 1996 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved December 23 


H.R. 325 / Public Law 104-70 

To amend the Clean Air Act to provide for 
an optional provision for the reduction of 
work-related vehicle trips and miles travelled 
in ozone nonattainment areas designated as 
severe, and for other purposes 


H.R. 1240 / Public Law 104-71 
Sex Crimes Against Children Prevention Act 


of 1995 


S. 1465 / Public Law 104-72 
To extend au pair programs 


Approved December 26 


H.R. 1747 / Public Law 104-73 
Federally Supported Health Centers Assist- 
ance Act of 1995 


H.R. 2336 / Public Law 104-74 

To amend the Doug Barnard, Jr.—1996 At- 
lanta Centennial Olympic Games Com- 
memorative Coin Act, sm for other purposes 


Approved December 28 


H.R. 395 / Public Law 104-75 

To designate the United States courthouse 
and Federal building to be constructed at the 
southeastern corner of Liberty and South 
Virginia Streets in Reno, Nevada, as the 
“Bruce R. Thompson United States Court- 
house and Federal Building” 


H.R. 660 / Public Law 104-76 
Housing for Older Persons Act of 1995 


H.R. 965 / Public Law 104-77 

To designate the Federal building located at 
600 Martin Luther King, Jr. Place in Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, as the “Romano L. Mazzoli 
Federal Building” 


H.R. 1253 / Public Law 104-78 

To rename the San Francisco Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge as the Don Edwards San 
Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge 
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H.R. 2527 / Public Law 104-79 

To amend the Federal Election Campaign 
Act of 1971 to improve the electoral process 
by permitting electronic filing and preserva- 
tion of Federal Election Commission reports, 
and for other purposes 


H.R. 2547 / Public Law 104-80 

To designate the United States courthouse 
located at 800 Market Street in Knoxville, 
Tennessee, as the “Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
United States Courthouse” 


H.J. Res. 69 / Public Law 104-81 

Providing for the reappointment of Homer 
Alfred Neal as a citizen regent of the Board 
of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution 


H.J. Res. 110 / Public Law 104-82 
Providing for the appointment of Howard H. 
Baker, Jr. as a citizen regent of the Board 
of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution 


H.J. Res. 111 / Public Law 104-83 
Providing for the appointment of Anne 
D’Harnoncourt as a citizen regent of the 
Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion 


H.J. Res. 112 / Public Law 104-84 
Providing for the appointment of Louis 
Gerstner as a citizen regent of the Board of 
Regents of the Smithsonian Institution 


S. 369 / Public Law 104-85 

To designate the Federal Courthouse in De- 
catur, Alabama, as the “Seybourn H. Lynne 
Federal Courthouse”, and for other purposes 


S. 965 / Public Law 104-86 

To designate the United States Courthouse 
for the Eastern District of Virginia in Alexan- 
dria, Virginia, as the Albert V. Bryan United 
States Courthouse 


Approved December 29 


H.R. 1878 / Public Law 104-87 

To extend for 4 years the period of applicabil- 
ity of enrollment mix requirement to certain 
health maintenance organizations providing 
services under Dayton Area Health Plan 


H.R. 2539 / Public Law 104-88 
ICC Termination Act of 1995 
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